Bromoderma.
A 3-year-old Japanese girl with severe epilepsy had been treated with potassium bromide since August 1999. The dose of potassium bromide was increased from 0.5 g/day to 0.8 g/day in May 2000 because of poor control of epilepsy. She also presented high fever, caused by bacterial pneumonia, in the same period. On June 11, a reddish eruption suddenly appeared on her back. Physical examination revealed grain-size, dark-red, erythematous papules and pustules on the back and face (Fig. 1). Some of the lesions on the back were ovoid to circular with small pustules and necrotic centers. Although some papules seemed to have dell in their centers, showing the appearance of herpes virus infection, Tzanck test was negative. A biopsy specimen obtained from one of the papules revealed a massive infiltration of eosinophils and neutrophils, forming an abscess in the epidermis and dermis (Fig. 2). The serum bromide level, which was 43.7 mEq/L (normal, 0-5 mEq/L) on May 25, increased to 114 mEq/L on June 14. The eruption disappeared within 10 days after the withdrawal of potassium bromide and treatment with topical sulfadiazine silver cream. The serum bromide decreased to 56.8 mEq/L on July 6.